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Outbreak infects at least 66 in 
Carroll County nursing home 
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Dr. Richard Bruno of Chase Brexton Health Care wears an extra cloth mask over the respirator mask he has been using for days. 


Maryland’s doctors, nurses battling coronavirus increasingly 
desperate to find ways to extend life of protective equipment 


By JEAN MARBELLA 


Dr. Richard Bruno has been using his 
N95 respirator mask, meant for one-time 
use, for a week now, hoping to leave more 
for colleagues who come in more frequent 
contact with potential coronavirus pa- 
tients. 

But with supplies of masks diminishing 
to worrisome levels across the country, a 
recipe for sterilizing them recently caught 


the eye of the Chase Brexton physician: 
“Bake at 149 degrees for 30 minutes.” 

Medical professionals are increasingly 
desperate to find ways to extend the life of 
masks, gowns and other personal protec- 
tive equipment, or PPE, as demand 
exceeds supply amid a spike in COVID-19 
cases. 

They have turned to social media to 
plead for donations from the public, often 
using the hashtag #GetMePPE, and post 


photos of themselves disinfecting their 
worn masks or even wearing trash bags 
instead of hospital gowns. 

One Baltimore anesthesiologist posted a 
picture on Facebook of the mask she was 
issued, “the one thing that protects me 
from covid-l9. We have been told to write 
our names on it, protect it and, despite it 
normally being disposable, keep using it 
until it get soiled. ... 

“Save us,” she said, asking for donations 
of masks, “so we can save you.” 

She and others expressed concern that 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
See EQUIPMENT, page 14 
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Maryland begins to develop 
plan for who gets ventilators 


By MEREDITH COHN 


After the 2009 HINI flu pandemic, a 
group led by Johns Hopkins University 
convened meetings of residents in 15 
hotel ballrooms across Maryland to 
answer a terrible question: If there were 
another pandemic and hospitals were 
overwhelmed, who would get saved? 

The responses now serve as the 
backbone of discussions that could 
determine how the most crucial weapon 
in the arsenal against the coronavirus — 
ventilators — are allocated if demand 
exceeds supply. 

Ethicists, doctors and state leaders are 
working on the final plan to present to 
Gov. Larry Hogan for approval. It will 
rely on that public input, which empha- 
sized treating those who are likely to 
survive the disease caused by the 
pandemic and also likely to be healthy 
enough to survive longer term. 

So far, such a plan hasn’t been needed 
in the United States, though doctors in 
New York are beginning to report 
shortages, and doctors and hospitals in 
Italy and Spain face such tough choices 
daily. And the coronavirus, which can 
cause severe respiratory problems, is 
quickly cutting a nasty swath here, with 
tens of thousands of Americans 
sickened, including hundreds of 
Marylanders. 

Hogan said in a tweet Thursday that 
“this battle is going to be much harder, 
take much longer, and be much worse 
than almost anyone comprehends.” 

See VENTILATOR, page 15 
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E Construction begins on field hospital 
at Baltimore Convention Center to 
house COVID-19 patients who are 
recovering. NEWS PG 2 

E President Trump’s declaration of 
Maryland as “major disaster” area could 
mean millions of dollars. NEWS PG 4 
Trump plans to issue a “strong travel 
advisory” for the states of New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut to help 
stop the virus’ spread. NEWS PG 5 


Arts groups in 
Baltimore go to 
their audiences 


By Mary CAROLE MCCAULEY 


Singer-songwriter Katie Long stood 
on a sidewalk in front of a red brick 
rowhouse on Ellwood Avenue, pulled 
her ukulele out of its embroidered case 
and, note by note, began to bring 
together the neighborhood. 

“Oh yeah, rll tell you something/You 
need to understand” she crooned last 
week to the tune of the familiar Beatles 
melody of “I Want to Hold Your Hand.” 

“When I say that something — we 
need to wash our hands. 

“We need to wash our hands. We need 
to wash our hands.” 

Homeowner Katherine Klosek had 
hired Long, who crafts parody songs 
with timely messages, to perform a 
“sidewalk serenade” or mini-concert 
See ARTS, page 15 
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Historic damage 


Part of the steeple collapses during 

a four-alarm fire at East Baltimore’s 
Urban Bible Fellowship Church, which is 
nearing its bicentennial. NEWS PG 2 


An outbreak of the new coronavirus 
has infected 66 residents of the Pleasant 
View Nursing Home in Carroll County 
and left 1 of them hospitalized, Gov. 
Larry Hogan announced Saturday night. 

Residents of the home in Mount Airy 
had been awaiting test results after two 
women in their 50s who live there 
contracted the virus. 

Hogan called the outbreak tragic in a 
statement Saturday night. 

“Multiple state agencies are on the 
scene and working closely with the local 
health department and the facility as 
they take urgent steps to protect addi- 
tional residents and staff who may have 
been exposed,” he said. 

The Carroll County outbreak pushes 
past 1000 the number of people in 


Outbreak hits Carroll Co.: 
death toll in Md. doubles 


Maryland infected with the virus, 
officials said. The number of confirmed 
cases in the state had ballooned to 992 
earlier Saturday, counting just 10 in 
Carroll, according to the Maryland 
Department of Health. 

The state’s death toll also doubled 
Saturday with the announcement of five 
more COVID4-19 fatalities. The latest 
victims were described as a Prince 
George’s County man in his 50s; a 
Charles County man in his 50s; a 
Wicomico County woman in her 60s; 
and two Baltimore women, one in her 
60s and another in her 80s. The three 
women had underlying medical condi- 
tions, state officials said. 

Carroll County Health Officials said 
the Pleasant View Nursing Home has 
implemented strict isolation measures 
for anyone with symptoms. 

See OUTBREAK, page 14 
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Water heater installations available 7 days a week, with 
evening, weekend and same-day service available. 


Get a guaranteed quote over the phone in minutes. 


BGE HOME 


888.BGE.HOME 


bgehome.com 


Save up to 20% on a new water heater. 
BGE HOME is not the same company as BGE, a regulated utility. 


“Same-day installation subject to availability. Offer excludes previous purchases, existing contracts and tankless water heaters. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Speak with a Comfort Consultant for complete details, including guarantee and same-day scheduling availability. Offers expire 4/30/2020. OTT S02 #1 2B0) #02:6739MP9902 7D FO 


